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cut down to a length that the child can easily handle prove
more satisfactory. The same thing is true of carpenter
tools. A small-sized well-made hammer, saw, and nails are
better than an entire box of toy tools that look cute but
do not work.
If a separate room can be set aside for the children, it can
be made attractive with a stained, shellacked wooden floor
or a covering of smooth, brown linoleum; a table and chairs
just the right size, painted a clear apple green or other
favorite color; growing ferns or flowers, gold fish in a bowl,
and cupboards or open shelves for books and toys. If space
does not permit a separate room, some corner should be
provided for the child's private possessions — his large soft
rubber balls, dolls with removable clothing, doll's bed,
bureau, and dishes which can be used just as adult's furni-
ture is used; pencils, paper, blunt scissors, crayons, blocks
with holes to put pegs in, and building blocks which may
be made at home by cutting a two-by-four or a four-by-
four-inch board into various lengths from two inches to
several feet. These are all toys that he can use in construc-
tive activities. They are simple and inexpensive. No one
has to worry for fear he will break or damage them. Each
toy should laave its own place in his cupboard, so that the
child will not have too many around at one time. The
doll's furniture should fit the doll for which it is intended.
The bed should be big enough for the doll to sleep in and
the chair the right size for her to sit in.
Children love to play in the water. If there are no little
brooks or ponds out of doors to play in, the bathroom,
the kitchen sink, or a wooden or tin wash tub help to
supply this lack. The opportunity to put on a rubber
apron or a summer bathing suit, or with a towel pinned
around his neck, to play with the little boats one has made,
and celluloid aquatic animals, makes any day a red-letter
day for a small child. On a rainy day, dressed in his water-
proof coat, hat, and boots, or in a bathing suit if the weather
is warm, the child can play out of doors in the rivulets and

